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The people’s struggle for real change:  Let’s finish it!!

The MDC continues to name and 
shame all pepertrators of violence 
in Zimbabwe.

If you know of any pepertrators in 
your area, please feel free to contact 
us.

Shameful brothers and Zanu PF 
activists Blessing and Munyaradzi 
Pfunde are on this week’s roll of 
shame for trying to take their 83 
year old uncle, Kerry Pfunde’s fields 
for “not  supporting their party”.

The issue was reported to the village 
Head, Benjamin Chipfunde, who 
has not done anything about the 
issue for fear of reprisal from the 
hard core Zanu PF thugs.

Sekuru Pfunde has five children of 
his own, and the two have vowed 
to take it to any level until they take 
possession of his field and a garden.

The old man reported the matter to 
the Mutawatawa police in March 
when the threats of eviction started.

He says, the police only began later 
this month to make a follow up.  

Blessing and Munyaradzi 
Pfunde  should stop this violation 
immediately in favour of peace and 
harmony in the country.

Roll of Shame

Diamond revenue has been under-
performing since January 2012 
raising fears there could be a parallel 
government in place, a government 
official has said.

Presenting his state of the economy 
report for March 2012, Hon Tendai 
Biti, the Finance Minister said revenue 
collection amounted to US$287.9 
million against a target of US$320.2 
million, whose shortfall emanated from 
the under-performance of diamond 
revenue.

“There are challenges of opaqueness. 
As Ministry of Finance, we fear that 
there might be a parallel government 
in respect of where the revenue is 
going and not coming to Treasury. This 
economy needs every resource it can 
get including diamond revenue.

Diamond revenue has been under-
performing since January 2012, with 
only US$30.4 million received by 
treasury for the period January to 
March 2012. This is against a target of 
US$ 122.5 million,” he said.

Hon Biti slammed Anjin for not 
remitting any revenue to Treasury yet 

it is the biggest mining company in 
Marange, believed to have six times 
more capacity than the other three.

“There are four major mining 
companies in Marange. One of these 
companies, Anjin, has not remitted a 
single cent to Treasury. The Constitution 
of Zimbabwe is very clear: all fees, 
taxes and other sources of revenue 
in Zimbabwe shall be paid into and 
form one Consolidated Revenue Fund 
(CRF), so the constitution is clearly 
being breached because not every cent 
is being accounted to the CRF. 

“We bear the brunt because everyone 
looks at the Ministry of Finance, yet 
people do not look at where the money 
is coming from,” he said.

The MDC maintains that there should 
be transparency in diamond revenue 
as this will turnaround the face of our 
country’s economy. Every Zimbabwean 
should benefit from the proceeds of 
the diamonds in jobs, technology, 
infrastructure and investment.

Hon Biti said the economy is likely 
to suffer a decline in value due to the 
failure of Treasury to realise budget 

revenue targets, reduced demand for 
export commodities which affects the 
overall Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
, the rising imported inflation against 
the background of high oil and global 
food prices and the general decline in 
maize production.

The minister said there was a disaster 
in the energy sector with unresolved 
challenges at Hwange thermal power 
station where the generating units have 
outlived their lifespan by 21 years.

“The plants should have been replaced 
and new generation plants put in place 
in 1990 but nothing was done. There is 
need to put up two new generators in 
Kariba South to increase the generation 
capacity,” he said.

On inflation, Hon Biti said for the 
month of March, there was a downward 
reduction of inflation and the month-
on-month inflation slowed down with 
housing and education continuing to be 
major inflation drivers.

He, however, said the wage bill 
continues to gobble 70% of the total 
revenue and deprives  government 

an opportunity to attend to other 
obligations like health, education and 
recurrent expenditure.

Hon Biti said more than two million 
United States dollars have been 
channelled towards rehabilitation of 
roads and bridges.
 
He said progress has been noted on 
major highways under dualisation. All 
sections of the two dualisation projects, 
Harare – Skyline and Harare – Norton 
highways have been opened to traffic 
with work on the Mukuvisi Bridge now 
complete.
 
The Ministry of Finance has further 
induced US$1.5 million to kick-start 
the dualisation of 15 km of the Harare-
Mutare highway between Msasa and 
Goromonzi turnoff road which will cost 
US$17 million.
 
In addition to that, the Zimbabwe 
National Roads Authority (ZINARA) 
has disbursed a further US$9,2 million 
to road authorities in 23 Rural District 
Councils with the District Development 
Fund (DDF) receiving over one million 
dollars while the Department of Roads 
received more than four million dollars. 

Fifteen urban councils were also 
capitalised by the ministry.
 
The MDC, whose firm belief in 
transport and communication networks 
that drive Zimbabwe forward, supports 
efforts by the Finance Ministry in 
building a professional, fast, safe and 
reliable transport network across the 
country which will aid and facilitate 
in the smooth transfer of goods and 
people.

Diamonds funding parallel government: Hon Biti

Hon Douglas Mwonzora, the MDC 
Spokesperson has said the visit by the 
United Nations (UN) Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Madam Navanethem 
Pillay comes at a very appropriate time 
and is a welcome development. 

Ms Pillay arrived in Zimbabwe on 
Sunday on a five-day official visit to 
assess the human rights situation.

“The objective of the visit should be to 
assess the human rights situation in the 
country that involves the Commissioner 
interacting with all concerned. 

“Unfortunately, her visit has been 
monopolised by Zanu PF and we have 
seen a situation where civil society and 
ordinary Zimbabweans have effectively 
been denied the right to interact with 
Madam Pillay,” Hon Mwonzora said.

He said that this action by Zanu PF will 
shield Ms Pillay from vital evidence and 
thus compromise the outcome of the 
visit.

The MDC deputy Minister for Justice 

and Legal Affairs, Hon Obert Gutu was 
not given Ms Pillay’s itinerary despite 
her coming at the invitation of his 
ministry.

Hon Mwonzora said: “Ms Pillay will 
meet with President Tsvangirai today 
where he will raise issues of suppression 
of human rights especially political 
rights and the escalation of violence 
in some areas of Zimbabwe including 
Mbare, parts of Mashonaland East and 
Central, Manicaland and Masvingo,” he 
said.

Among the human rights violations is the 
intimidation of the public by securocrats 
in the country who continue to behave 
as an extension of Zanu PF’s security 
department.

Hon Mwonzora said the President will 
raise the problem of selective application 
of the law.

“In this regard, he will raise the issue of 
the 29 MDC activists of Glen View who 
have spent about 12 months in custody 
while the police officers who murdered 
a defenceless man in cold blood over a 
dollar, were granted bail in a week,” Hon 
Mwonzora said.

The Youth Assembly has said it will 
petition Ms Pillay on the continued 
detention of its leader, Solomon Madzore 
and 28 others.

Hon Mwonzora said President Tsvangirai 
will speak on the need to hold free and 
fair elections and that the pre-conditions 
for a sustainable election must be in 
place. The MDC is on record saying it 
will not participate in an election which 
does not guarantee the security of the 
vote and the voter.

Government food aid and agricultural 
inputs have been distributed along 
partisan lines. All those perceived to be 
MDC sympathisers have been denied 
assistance.

“Such human rights violations need to be 
addressed at the highest level. Everyone 
in Zimbabwe must benefit through 
government programmes because the 
drought did not select who to affect. 
Every citizen deserves food,” said Hon 
Mwonzora.

During the Constitution outreach 
programme, the people of Zimbabwe 
said they want an independent Human 
Rights Commission which is free from 
state interference.

Meanwhile, the Zimbabwe Civic Society 
Organisations (CSOs) have raised their 
concerns at the hijacking of the visit by 
Zanu PF.

“In preparation for the maiden trip by the 
UN High Commissioner, more than fifty 
CSOs from different clusters and from 
around the country, led by the legitimate 
umbrella bodies, organised themselves 
and prepared for the scheduled one-and-
a-half hour meeting with Madam Pillay 
to apprise her on the situation on the 
ground. 

“All these plans were at a very advanced 
stage - with the venue, time and 
agenda finalised and communicated 
with the advance party of the UN High 
Commissioner.

“It was thus, with great shock that 
we learned that the Government of 
Zimbabwe, through the permanent 
secretary of the Ministry of Justice and 
Legal Affairs had ambushed the plans 

that had been made and already put in 
place by CSOs in preparation for the 
visit by the High Commissioner. 

“The permanent secretary, David 
Mangota, had unilaterally changed 
the venue of the meeting, moving it to 
Parliament building and had invited 
several other ‘organisations’ that are not 
known to be doing any work on human 
rights in Zimbabwe. 

“It was also not lost on the participating 
CSOs that the venue proposed by the 
permanent secretary has been the scene 
of violence and disturbances in the past 
when issues around human rights were 
discussed,” a statement read. 

The Civic Society groups said in the 
recent past, members of parliament, 
journalists, human rights defenders and 
the general public have been beaten up 
and manhandled by hired thugs in full 
view of the disinterested police. 

“To date, no action has been taken to 
prosecute the known and identified 
perpetrators. It is therefore, mind-
boggling that the permanent secretary 
has chosen to have a meeting of this 
nature at such a venue with its history.

“It should be pointed out, at this 
juncture that the visit by the UN High 
Commissioner is meant to be a broad-
based, open and transparent process that 
enables the UN High Commissioner to 
independently and objectively assess 
and better understand the human rights 
situation on the ground and to thereafter 
make recommendations to all relevant 
actors that promote the full enjoyment of 
human rights for all,” say the CSOs.

Violations persist as UN chief visits

Hon Tendai Biti
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Those who have names of perpetrators of violence in your constituencies 
feel free to phone or write to  

MDC Information and Publicity department.   
Telephone: 04-770708 

Email: mdcnewsbrief@gmail.com
Postal Address: Harvest House, 4th Floor, 

44 Nelson Mandela Avenue, Harare.

Jane Mahichani and ten other villagers 
in Mutare South who were facing 
spurious charges of extortion for 
justifiably demanding their property 
that was looted by Zanu PF thugs 
during the 2008 post-election violence, 
were last week convicted and sentenced 
at the close of state case, when they 
appeared before a Mutare Magistrate.

The ten, Faundeni Taengwa, Robson 
Pfiti, Benjamin Makarati, Paul 
Mubvuanezuva, Cecil Manzinde, 
Rudo Maocha, Jane Ngorima, Edina 
Tariwira, Rodreck Mushonga and Peter 
Mahichani of Zimunya village were 
found guilty and fined $300 each or 
risk spending three months in prison 
when they appeared before Mutare 
Magistrate, Mr Fabion Feshete.

Another villager, kraal-head Justice 
Makarati, a Zanu PF sympathiser, 
was acquitted when the state dropped 
charges against him.

It was the state case that Mahichani and 
company unlawfully and intentionally 
exerted illegitimate pressure on the 
complainants with the purpose of 
extracting an advantage and took away 
their property. They were then charged 

with extortion as defined in Section 134 
of the Criminal and Cordification Act, 
Chapter 9:23.

On Wednesday last week, the kraal 
head being the last testifier, submitted 
false evidence nailing Mahichani and 
ten others. Makarati said he acted under 
duress as the people were too many.

However, the court failed to take into 
account that Mahichani and others had 
peacefully repossesed their property 
from the complainants. The accused 
had actually followed the traditional 
way of conflict resolution by enlisting 
the service of the kraal-head in the spirit 
of national healing and peace-building.

Mahichani and her co-accused persons 
have been appearing in court since 2008 
and were on $10 bail each.

Blessing Nyamaropa of Zimbabwe 
Lawyers for Human Rights represented 
them.

The MDC condemns the partisan nature 
of the courts and calls upon the justice 
delivery system to be fair, just and 
professional.

Mutasa Central MDC District Youth 
chairperson, Stanley Saruwaka and 
six others who were facing charges 
of public violence were last week 
convicted and fined $100 each.

They were given up to 30 June 2012 to 
pay the fine or risk being imprisoned for 
one month. 

The activists were out of custody on 
$50 bail each.

In Nyanga North constituency, 
Munyaradzi Mwonzora and two others 
who were facing charges of assault 
were at the close of the state case last 
week, found not guilty and acquitted.

Mwonzora, Felix Marongedza and 
Passmore Mandikuvaza have been 
appearing in court since February this 
year.

It was the state case that on 11 
February this year at about 1800 
hours, Mwonzora, Marongedza and 
Mandikuvaza met Erick Tembo, a Zanu 
PF Ward chairman and accused  him of 
intimidating MDC supporters before 
assaulting him.

The MDC believes in creating a nation 
where the rule of law is respected and 
upheld by all citizens, including law 
enforcement agents without any excuse.
 
It is regrettable that Home Affairs 
ministry officials can try to excuse 
corrupt officers intimating that it is 
because they are hungry that they 
engage in corrupt activities.

“The excuse is totally unacceptable as 
the very people they will be fleecing 
money from are also reeling under 
the same economic hardships,” MDC 
Spokesperson, Hon Douglas Mwonzora 
said.

He said a  police officer should not 
throw away his social standing and 
integrity, instead he or she should be 
a woman or man of unquestionable 
character who can be relied upon by the 

public. As it is the police officers have 
lost their social standing and are best 
known for being “toll gates” 

“The fact that police officers like 
everyone else need decent salaries is a 
given and needs urgent attention. Zanu 
PF should stop looting money being 
made in diamond mining which money 
should be used to pay civil servants 
including the police,” he said.

Hon Mwonzora said Zanu PF virtually 
destroyed the economy and the coming 
into government of the MDC has seen 
marked improvement although more 
can still be done.  

“Every Zimbabwean has adopted a 
‘survival of the fittest’ approach to life 
and police officers should not assume 
that they are the only ones reeling under 
poverty brought about by ridiculous 
Zanu PF policies,” he said.
 
While the MDC has been working 
tirelessly and diligently to ensure 
improvement of peoples’ livelihoods 
and the expansion of the national cake, 
Zanu PF policies like indigenisation 
have had adverse effects on investment 
which in turn has affected the said 
livelihoods. 
 
“Let the people of Zimbabwe defend 
their integrity, the police included, by 
fighting corrupt tendencies,” said Hon 
Mwonzora.

Hunger: No excuse for corruption

10 charged for claiming their properties

The MDC this weekend made a great 
leap forward by equipping its provinces 
with state-of-the-art equipment, a sign 
of how prepared it is to govern the 
country and govern differently. 

Over the weekend, Midlands North 
and South Provinces each received 
a truck and  other office equipment. 
Vice President Thokozani Khupe and 
Deputy Treasurer General, Hon. Elton 
Mangoma graced and presided over 
the hand-over ceremonies at the Partys’ 
provincial offices in Kwekwe and 
Gweru.

VP Khupe addressed the provincial 
leadership before the official hand-over. 
She called for unity of purpose within 
the structures and for members to 
remain focused in order to take power 
and total control.

“Our objective as individuals and as a 
party is to have a good future for our 
children. This is the driving force at 
the moment. Let the people know that 
voting for the MDC is voting for a 
better life,” said Hon. Khupe.

She further implored the leadership to 
work closely with the people saying 
the MDC is going to win the coming 
elections because nothing is impossible 
and losing is not an option for the Party.
Hon. Mangoma said the Party is 
mobilising resources for all the 
provinces and urged the provinces to 
take good care of the assets.

“We are a Party that is looking into the 
future, hence all this resourcing of our 
provinces,” said Hon. Mangoma.

In Kwekwe, VP Khupe said Zimbabwe 

is not yet there but the fact that the MDC 
turned around the hyper-inflation to a 
single digit following the introduction 
of a multi-currency system, speaks 
volumes about the People’s Party of 
Excellence’s resolve in solving the 
country’s woes.

Hon Khupe castigated Zanu PF 
leadership who have a mindset of 
getting richer by looting the special 
mineral meant for economic recovery.

“Zanu PF destroyed this country which 
was known as the Bread Basket of 
Africa so there is need for unity of 
purpose to fight against the cancerous 
disease called corruption.

“Mining companies at Chiadzwa 
should remit what is due to the people 
of Zimbabwe since diamonds are a 
national resource which should benefit 
everyone,” said Hon Khupe.

MDC has managed to open schools and 
hospitals since becoming part of the 
inclusive government. It also revived 
industries that were no longer operating 
because of the shrinking economy 
which was not sustainable for business 
viability. 

Minister of Energy and Power 
Development, Hon Elton Mangoma 
reiterated that an election will only take 
place this year after a road map to free 
and fair election is set.

A new constitution is part of the GPA 
roadmap to a credible election in 
Zimbabwe.

Hon Mangoma urged the people of 
Zimbabwe to be registered voters as the 
ballot box is the only weapon that can 
be used to remove Mugabe and Zanu PF 
from power.

The ceremonies were attended by 
the provincial leadership, district 
chairpersons as well as Members of 
Parliament.

Similar hand over ceremonies have 
been done in Chitungwiza, Harare, 
Mashonaland Central, Bulawayo, 
Matabeleland North and South

MDC uplifts the provinces

Masvingo - Stan Mudenge, the 
beleaguered Zanu PF MP for Masvingo 
North Constituency, allegedly 
squandered $80 000 meant for the 
completion of construction work at 
Gurajena Hospital, an irate MDC 
official said at the weekend.

Speaking to The Real Change Times on 
Saturday, MDC councillor for Ward 1, 
Masvingo North Constituency, Escort 
Chawatama said the local development 
committee sourced $80 000 from well 
wishers as part of efforts to complete 
construction work at the hospital and 
Mudenge later imposed himself on the 
project. Councillor Chawatama said the
funds were sourced between 2010 and 
2011.

“The local development committee 
sourced donations from well-wishers 
in a combined fundraising programme 
that involved traditional leaders and 
councillors. It was an operation targeted 
at fitting window panes, construction of 
blair toilets, sinking of boreholes and 
the setting up of ablution facilities. 

“In addition, we intended to erect two 
water tanks with a holding capacity of 
10 000 litres each and we also intended 
to purchase a 600kw generator. Part 

of the funds was intended to be 
channelled towards the construction of 
staff quarters. Unfortunately, Mudenge 
came up with a hospital committee 
comprising Zanu PF apologists and 
blew up the funds after the MP had 
imposed himself on the project,” said 
Chawatama.

Chawatama added: “The noble 
community project has been turned 
into a Mudenge project. The MP and 
his committee looted funds and they 
are sitting on development plans. 
Construction work has been stalled for 
years and it is sad to note that a project 
that is expected to help thousands 
of people has been retarded by one 
individual.”

When complete, the hospital, with an 
admission capacity of 107 patients, 45 
staff quarters, will serve the Zimuto and 
Mutema communities in Gutu District 
as well as Chirumanzu in the Midlands 
province. 

While MDC is striving to develop the 
country, it is unfortunate to note that 
Zanu pf is tampering with such a crucial 
social services to local communities 
and surrounding areas.

Mudenge squanders US$ 80 000

The MDC notes with concern utterances 
in the public media attributed to Senator 
for Chikomo, Hon Morgan Femai on 
HIV and AIDS. 

It is unfortunate that some sections 
of the media have interpreted these 
remarks to be the party position. 

The MDC recognises the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic as a national emergency 
with socio-economic ramifications 
and as such, supports a national HIV/
AIDS prevention network through the 
establishment of state of the art clinical 
facilities, drug procurement channels 
and financing mechanisms for the 
treatment of AIDS.

The MDC strongly believes in the 
mobilization of all stakeholders – 
political leadership, civil society, the 
private and public sectors and NGOs 
– to face the realities of the epidemic 
head-on and work to drop those 
areas and practices of conventional 
wisdom which no longer work and 
differentiate clearly between myths 
that hold Zimbabwe back and proven 

good practices and knowledge that we 
should be implementing. At the core 
of the MDC’s policy on HIV/AIDS is 
prevention and the MDC Government 
will work towards drastically reducing 
the spread of the epidemic. 

The spread of HIV/AIDS is most rapid 
where there are substantial social and 
economic inequalities, where people 
lack adequate and secure houses, where 
there is unemployment and where 
people lack basic health services. These 
are the issues the MDC government 
will address in its endeavour to prevent 
the spread of HIV/AIDS. 

HIV/AIDS a national emergency:
Prevention better than cure - MDC

Hon Khupe with Hon Mangoma giving the test drive VP Khupe addresses in Kwekwe

Hon Mwonzora


